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Introduction

Congratulations on your upcoming wedding!  This is an exciting time for you, and we are pleased that you have decided to take this important step through the church.  As you begin your preparation for marriage, we want to provide you with our understanding of Christian marriage.

At Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church, we hope that you are planning not only for your wedding but also for your marriage.  Of course, your wedding day is very important.  But the wedding ceremony lasts less than an hour, while your marriage is intended to last a lifetime.  Accordingly, the commitment of Christian marriage presumes that the couple is actively pursuing a life of faith and that they desire to grow together in their love for God and for one another.   At Lake of the Isles, this means that couples preparing for marriage are expected to attend worship services regularly and to share in the life of the church.

Research shows that among the characteristics of happy couples who have been married for more than two decades and are likely to be partners for life is  faith in God and spiritual commitment.  Regularly worshipping and praying together, both before and after your wedding, can do much to make your marriage fulfilling and vital.  And that is our goal at Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church.  We want your relationship to reflect the abundant life that Jesus Christ promises to us all.

Shared worship is a time of rest and renewal in your relationship.  In addition, we strive at Lake of the Isles to make worship an opportunity for social support and spiritual refueling.  Singing hymns, learning from the Scriptures, worshipping God, sharing Holy Communion, and meeting with friends who share your spiritual quest are all comforting and inspiring activities.  Worshipping together strengthens marriage and makes your life together 

more meaningful.

Whether you make your church home at Lake of the Isles or another church of your choosing, we hope you make growing in faith and love for God and each other an important part of your marriage commitment.

Scheduling Your Wedding

Because of the number of weddings performed at Lake of the Isles, we recommend that you schedule your wedding at least six months and, preferably, one year in advance.

· Schedule your wedding with the church before you schedule a location for your reception.  We cannot guarantee the availability of the church or pastoral staff for a specific date on which you have already booked a reception site.

· The organist at Lake of the Isles is the preferred accompanist for weddings in our sanctuary.  If you wish for another accompanist to play for your wedding ceremony, he or she should be in touch with the Lake of the Isles Organist, Jean Krinke or Michelle Gerhz, as soon as possible.
· There are various times during the year when the church is unavailable for wedding ceremonies.  These include Holy Week (the week before Easter), Christmas (December 23-25), Confirmation weekend, and days when our musicals and Church School Christmas programs are being presented (dates vary).  We do not book Sunday weddings.
· At the time you schedule your wedding, it is expected that divorce decrees from any prior marriages will be final.  We may request a copy of the decree.

· Without exception, in order to be married in our sanctuary, you must complete a program of premarital preparation.  We strongly encourage couples to complete this process at least three months prior to the wedding for the following reasons:

1. Although no one expects to learn something in the premarital counseling process that changes their mind about the relationship, it can happen.  The closer you are to the wedding date, the harder it is to address new insights in a healthy and honest way.  

2. As you approach the wedding date, more and more of your focus will be on wedding details.  The premarital counseling process is most meaningful if you can give it your full attention.

For details about the process, see page 6 and/or our website at www.loti.org.
Wedding Planning

Every wedding service must be planned in consultation with the minister who marries you and the details should be relayed to the wedding manager.  Please contact the minister at least 6 months in advance to set appointments and to arrange details. 

The Minister 

Member and non-member weddings will be conducted by Pastor Bintliff or           by an ordained pastor secured by the wedding couple and approved by Pastor Bintliff.  

· Pastor Bintliff will conduct all member weddings as her schedule allows.
· Pastor Bintliff will conduct non-member weddings as her schedule allows.
· Guest pastors may be invited to participate in member and non-member

weddings, but he or she must be a pastor from a recognized Christian denomination and must have his or her credentials registered in Minnesota prior to the wedding date.   This must be discussed further with the wedding manager.

· If you need help locating a guest pastor, the wedding manager has contact information for a few area pastors willing to conduct weddings at Lake of the Isles.  It is your responsibility to secure a pastor for your wedding.

· If you are considering the use of more than one pastor, please keep in mind the need to notify all involved clergy early on.  A shared service requires the coordination of schedules and additional preparation.

Wedding Manager / Coordinator’s Role

The wedding manager is responsible to help with your arrangements as they relate to the use of space and communication with the pastor and organist. 

· A wedding coordinator(s) will be assigned and will attend the wedding rehearsal and will also be present on your wedding day for any help you may need.

· Details such as printed bulletins (programs), flowers, candles, etc., are to be discussed with the wedding manager and also with the coordinator.

· Wedding coordinator(s) and the church will be available no earlier than (3) hours prior to the service on your wedding day if pictures are to be taken before the ceremony.  

· If formal pictures are after the ceremony, wedding coordinator(s) and the church will be available no earlier than (2) hours prior to the service. 

Premarital Preparation

We believe that growing in insight and knowledge about the commitments and challenges of marriage sooner rather than later is a good idea; therefore, we strongly urge couples being married at Lake of the Isles to complete a course of premarital preparation at least two months prior to the wedding.  In order to be married in our sanctuary, you must complete a program of premarital preparation and provide written certification of completion to the wedding manager.

Our program utilizes an instrument called PREPARE:  Premarital Personal And Relationship Evaluation.  It is widely used by clergy and counselors across the United States to help couples learn more about themselves, each other, and their relationship prior to the marriage celebration.  The inventory examines a couples’ responses to items that identify areas of strength and growth in the relationship.  Following completion of the inventory, couples will have at least two hours with a pastor or counselor to review the results and talk about ways to strengthen your relationship.  

All local couples are referred to Lutheran Social Service to schedule and complete the PREPARE process with LSS counseling staff.  Call 612-879-5320 to begin the process.  The total cost is $135:  $35 for the inventory and $100 for two hours of counseling, which may be scheduled in one or two sessions.  Non-local couples may complete the PREPARE process or a similar premarital counseling experience in their home town, if that is more convenient.  All couples must provide signed certification that some course of premarital counseling has been completed by returning the appropriate form to our wedding manager at least two months prior to the wedding.

A certification form will be enclosed with your confirmation letter.  Please remember to take the form to your final counseling appointment to be signed by the pastor or counselor.  Return your signed form to the wedding manager, via fax at 612-724-2301 or to the church (2020 W. Lake of the Isles Pkwy., Minneapolis, MN  55405).

The Lord be with you during this exciting time of preparation for married life!

Membership


The use of our sanctuary for weddings is available to members and non-members alike.  If you are not presently an active member of any church, we invite you to consider making Lake of the Isles your church home.  As stated in the introduction, we believe that faith and regular participation in the life of the church are important assets to a healthy and lasting marriage.  We invite you to worship with us on Sunday mornings and stay after the service to meet others in the church.  If, after visiting several times, you are interested in church membership at Lake of the Isles, please contact the church office for information about new member classes.  Keep in mind that membership in any church should be a meaningful connection for you to a family of faith with whom you intend to become involved.

The Wedding Rehearsal

Most weddings require a rehearsal so that all people involved will feel comfortable with the service and able to participate fully in worship.  The wedding rehearsal shall begin at 6:00 pm and conclude at 6:45 pm. It will take place the night before the wedding.  Everyone involved in the service must be present for the rehearsal.  Those attending should include:

· Wedding coordinator. 

· Soloists or other musicians—optional, please discuss with wedding manager and coordinator. This is not a time for practice or trial runs, rather informative.

· Persons performing readings during the ceremony.

· Bridal party.

· Ushers.

· Parents.

· The organist does not attend rehearsals.

· Pastor Bintliff does not attend rehearsals.  Guest pastors are not expected to attend the rehearsal, though they may choose to if they are not familiar with our sanctuary.  

IMPORTANT! Please be sure to have your wedding party here on time 

for the rehearsal!   Traffic can be particularly challenging on weekday nights in Minneapolis, so please keep this in mind.  You may want to provide a map as

the Lake of the Isles area has several one-way streets and limited parking. 

Remember to bring the following to the rehearsal:

· The license:  You cannot be married legally without a license.  To eliminate the risk of misplacement on your wedding day, please bring the entire license package to the rehearsal, including the return-mailing envelope.

· In the state of Minnesota, a license must be obtained at least 10 days but not more than six months prior to the date of the wedding.

· It will be completed by the best man and maid/matron of honor immediately following the marriage ceremony.  
· Three (3) copies of your program (bulletin).

· The unity candle and tapers, if you are using them.

· Vows you have chosen for your ceremony.

Your wedding rehearsal will go smoothly and quickly if the number of people attending is kept to a minimum.  We suggest that only the people who are part of your ceremony attend the rehearsal at the church.   This is a true walk through of your ceremony.  Please invite your parents, family and wedding party to sit in the first few pews closest to the alter and please refrain from talking.  It is important to take the rehearsal seriously so that everyone is prepared on your wedding day.

The Wedding Ceremony

Your wedding ceremony should be a service intended to worship the God who has called you together.  It is a celebration of your union in which you seek Christ’s blessing on your relationship.  The service may have traditional or contemporary elements, but everything said and done—the music, the Scripture readings, the clothing worn, etc.—should be suited to a context of worship.  

Suggestions for the order of worship for a formal wedding ceremony:

Candles are lit approx. 30 minutes before guests arrive

Guests are seated

Prelude

Grandparents and/or special guests are seated

Groom’s parents are seated

Bride’s mother is seated

Processional


Bridal Party

Aisle cloth/runner is extended if one is used

Bride and Father/Escort(s) 

Welcome

Invocation and Prayer

Scripture Readings

Homily

Solo/Duet/Instrumental

Introduction to Vows

Vows

Blessing and Exchange of Rings

Pronouncement of Marriage and Blessings

Lighting of the Unity Candle

Solo/Duet/Instrumental

Prayers

Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Presentation of the Couple

Recessional

Postlude

Receiving Line in Narthex or at Reception Site

Elements of the Wedding Ceremony

A. Music

Our church organist is prepared to help you plan the music for your wedding. Discuss your music selections with the pastor conducting your service.  Music that is unsuitable for a worship service is unsuitable for a wedding service. All musical arrangements including other musicians must be discussed with the Lake of the Isles church organist. Please make an appointment with Jean Krinke by calling 612-986-4521. 

B. Scripture Readings

Scripture readings provide a foundation for worship.  They serve to reflect God’s unbreakable covenant with us as a model for marriage.  The pastor will be happy to discuss them with you.  For your convenience, a list of suggested readings is provided below.  The Scriptures may be read by members of the wedding party, relatives or friends, or you may ask the pastor to read them.  We recommend that you choose between up to three different readings for your marriage service, drawing from both the Old and New Testaments.

Old Testament Psalms

Other Old Testament Readings

Psalm 33



Genesis 1:26-31

Psalm 34



Genesis 2:18-24

Psalm 37



Song of Solomon 2:10-13

Psalm 100



Song of Solomon 8:6-7

Psalm 103



Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Psalm 117



Isaiah 63:7-9

Psalm 127



Isaiah 54:5-8

Psalm 128



Jeremiah 31:31-34

Psalm 136



Hosea 2:16-20

Psalm 145

Psalm 150

New Testament Gospels

Other New Testament Readings
Matthew 5:13-16


Romans 8:31-39

Matthew 19:4-6


Romans 12:1-2

Mark 10:6-9


I Corinthians 13:1-8a, 13

Mark 12:28-31


Philippians 4:4-7

John 2:1-11


Ephesians 5:21-33

John 15:9-17


I John 4:7-12






Revelation 19:1, 5-9a






Colossians 3:12-17

C. Wedding Vows:  

Some couples choose to write their own vows.  It can be especially meaningful if the promises you make to each other emerge from your own experience with each other and out of your commitments to each other.  If you would like to write your own vows, contact the pastor who is marrying you for help with the process.  If you would rather use vows that are already prepared, several options (listed below) are available for you.

D. Optional Vows

I take you _____, to be my _____, and these things I promise you:  I will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help and care for you; I will share my life with you; I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; and I will try with you better to understand ourselves, the world, and God; through the best and worst of what is to come until death parts us.

I take you _____, to be my _____.  I promise before God and these witnesses to be faithful to you, to share with you in plenty and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and strengthen you and to join with you so that together we may serve God and others as long as we both shall live.

_____, I take you to be my _____ from this time onward, to join with you and share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and to listen, to inspire and to respond, and in all circumstances of our life together to be loyal to you with my whole life and with all my being until death parts us.

I _____, take you _____, to be my wedded _____, to have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do part, and thereto I pledge you my faith.

I take you, _____ to be my _____ from this day forward, to join with you and share all that is to come, I promise to be faithful to you until death parts us (LBW).

E. Unity Candle Ceremony

Many couples have wanted a unity candle ceremony as part of their service.  This involves three candles, two of which are lit before the service.  During the ceremony each partner takes one of the burning candles, and together they light the third candle as a symbol of their new unity.

Couples provide the unity candle and two taper candles, they may be purchased at a church supply store or bridal shop. Or you may simply buy white or cream candles at Target, or such.  The unity candle should be a 3” wide and 10” tall pillar, the two tapers should be a little shorter than the unity candle.  Our church provides a marble base that will hold the three candles. 

Consider Prior to the Ceremony...

As you consider your wedding ceremony and read through this section of 
the booklet, there are a number of questions you will need to answer.

Please have these answers prepared prior to the rehearsal. The wedding coordinator will be in touch with you about 2 weeks prior to your wedding date to discuss.  

· While the prelude music is being played, usually grandparents and parents who are not entering during the processional are ushered in and seated.  Are there any others whom you wish to enter during the prelude?

· If parents and/or family members are divorced and/or remarried, have you considered the seating arrangements?

· As the prelude closes, often the groom will walk to the chancel area and the officiating pastor will also enter. Is this how you want this to take place or will the groom enter with his parents? With the other groomsmen?

· Will the bride enter with her father only, or both parents, or another escort?

· Will the groomsmen enter separately with the pastor or will bridesmaids and groomsmen enter together as couples?

· Will you be using an aisle runner? (this is not necessary, or encouraged)

· Which scriptures will be read during the ceremony? By whom? 

· Will you be using a vocalist, and what will they sing?

· Is there specific information you would like the pastor to include in the homily?

· Which vows will you choose?

· Will you light a unity candle?

· If you light a unity candle, will parents be involved in the ritual?

· How do you want to be introduced at the close of the marriage service?

· Are there other items you want to include in the service (For example: hymns or special prayers?)?

Other Matters to Consider

A.
Capacity 

Our church maximum capacity is 200.  We have thirteen pews on each side of the aisle, however, guests generally do not sit in the first pews which are reserved for parents.

B.      Air Conditioning
Our sanctuary has central air conditioning.  The Christy Room (room in which the bridal party dresses) has a window air conditioner.  Do not turn it higher than the Middle settings or a fuse may blow.  It needs to remain plugged into the extension cord.

C.  
Bulletins/Programs
Wedding service bulletins can help your guests follow the service.  In addition, they may be kept as mementos and mailed to friends and relatives that were unable to attend.   The wedding manager, as well as the church office, have a collection gathered from weddings past for guidance.  The couple shall provide a basket for their programs if they wish.

F. Aisle Runner

An optional item which may be secured through a florist or bridal shop.  A 100-foot runner is needed for the aisle.  We do not supply aisle runners.
G. Candles

The church normally uses two candles, one on each side of the altar.  They are used at all services.  In addition, the church will provide two seven-candle brass candelabras if you wish to use them. 

F.
Ushers

It is recommended that you appoint two ushers for every 50 guests you expect at your wedding service.  Your ushers should be available to seat guests 30 minutes prior to the service. Often, ushers are also asked to serve as acolytes and to be available for other tasks such as pulling down the aisle runner and dismissing your guests. 

G.
Decorations

In general, while tastes in decorating will differ, we suggest simplicity and dignity be your guiding principles.  The seasons of the church year determine the color of the altar, pulpit, and lectern paraments.  While these paraments may not be changed, we can inform you what color the paraments will be on your wedding date.  Consult with the wedding manager if you have questions.

· Floral or plant arrangements may be placed on the altar only if the altar cloth is protected from becoming wet or soiled.  Consult with your wedding coordinator about cloths & drip trays available at the church.  Please do not place a plant or floral container of any kind directly on the altar cloth!

· The church has 2 brass plant stands you may use for floral arrangements.

· Use of adhesives on any surfaces in the sanctuary is not permitted – including heavy tape or duct tape.

· In addition, nothing that mars, scratches or disfigures church furnishings is permitted – including any type of wire that does not have protective covering.  

· To attach decorations to the pews we recommend plastic clips, ribbons or rubber bands.  Chancel furniture may not be removed without the expressed permission of the wedding coordinator.

· Aisle Candelabras – if these are used, a three-legged type that clamps onto the end of the pew is recommended.  A four-legged type will not allow access into the pews from the “center” aisle and it will take up space within the pew.  Aisle candelabras make our already narrow aisle narrower.  If two people are intending the walk the bride down the aisle any candelabra may inhibit movement.

· We do not allow flower petals to be scattered inside or outside of our church.

· It is the responsibility of the couple and/or their florist to remove all decorations from the church immediately after the ceremony.  All decorations must be removed (whether the couple wishes to keep them or not).  If the wedding coordinator is left to clean up decorations the couple will be charged $30.00 per hour or any portion thereof and billed accordingly (see item M).  
H.
Music

Pre-recorded music is not used at Lake of the Isles.  We use live music which is not only in keeping with a wedding ceremony but sounds beautiful.  If there is a case of ethnic specificity and live music does not meet the needs of a couple, please discuss with the wedding manager.

I.
Refreshments

You may bring light snacks and refreshments the day of the ceremony. They must be kept in the Fellowship Hall, the Christy Room, in the Library. 

· No alcoholic beverages are allowed in the church or on the church grounds.

· No food or beverages are allowed in the church sanctuary.

· No smoking is allowed in the church.

J.
Limousines / Cars

If you plan on having a limousine and/or special cars for the wedding party and feel the need to reserve parking in front of the church, please bring your own small signs to do so. Limousine parking generally is not a problem as the cars may pull up after the ceremony or use the area next to the hydrant in front of the church.

K.
Wedding Party

We suggest a maximum of 7 persons per side.  A smaller number is preferable in our church.  We encourage a personal attendant who is present at the church for the entire ceremony and afterwards to help with last minutes items.

H. Maps

We strongly recommend that you provide a map or a map link such as those available at yahoo.com inside of your wedding invitation and also remind your guests that we do NOT have a parking lot.  This will help to ensure a prompt start to your ceremony.

M.  
Use of Coordinator’s Time and Deposit
The rehearsal it scheduled for 45 minutes and the wedding day is scheduled for 4 hours and 15 minutes.  The total time available to couples for their rehearsal and wedding day is five (5) hours.  Time over five total hours will be charged at $30.00 per hour or any portion thereof, and is payable directly to wedding coordinator.  




   Photography and Videography



   A COPY OF THIS IS TO BE GIVEN TO YOUR 



       PHOTOGRAPHER AND VIDEOGRAPHER




   PRIOR TO THE WEDDNG DAY

Videos are acceptable if the cameras and operators are not intrusive.  Flashes are not permitted during the ceremony – you may want to mention this in your bulletin/program.  A photographer may use flash during the processional and recessional, but then must turn it off during the ceremony.

· Neither photographers or videographers are allowed to shoot from the organ area because this is distracting to the organist, the wedding party, and the couple.

· Neither photographers or videographers are allowed to be in the center aisle during the ceremony – they may use the center aisle during the processional and/or recessional.

· Your photographer may not stand in front of the first pew and may not shoot photos from the pews unless there is an empty row behind all the guests.  Movement in the aisle and balcony can be heard all around the sanctuary and is annoying and distracting, therefore please keep movement to a minimum.

· A tripod may ONLY be set up in the balcony. Due to fire codes, tripods may not be set up in either the center aisle or side aisles. 

· Please remind your photographer that the church will not be open until 3 hours prior to the ceremony, (2 hours if pictures are to be taken after the ceremony), or until the time you have agreed upon with the wedding manager. 

· The photographer must completely tear down and clear out of the sanctuary at least 30 minutes before the ceremony.

•   The couple will be charged $30 per hour, or portion there-of, for any photography that goes over the time of 4 hours and 15 minutes allowed inside LOTI. This includes clean up of all equipment and vacation from the building.

· Your photographer and/or videographer must provide an extension cord 
of  50 feet.  The outlets in the sanctuary are NOT available for use by the photographer.  If extra lighting equipment is to be used an extension 
cord must be plugged into the outlets outside of the pulplit door in the newer/remodeled part of the church or there will be risk of blowing a fuse.
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